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call her ' Laddie'  as soon as she  could  talk,  and the
convenient name persisted throughout life.

The Queen was always asking for Pussy, often at moments
which seemed most unsuitable to lior Ministers, and much
State business was transacted while the Princess Royal
crawled over Her Majesty and jerked the pen as she was
signing. Nobody could resist Pussy, but all the same they
thought she was over-petted and over-doctored, and she
might begin to think herself too important later on if it was
continued.

In November the Royal Family arrived at Wulmer Castle
to stay with the Duke of Wellington. The citizens of Walmer
were soon deriving huge delight from gazing at the Royal
infants as they were led up and down the beach in a minia-
ture pony chaise,' enjoying the sea breezes and the delightful
weather,' as a social chronicler put it. The Iron Duke had
the honour of entertaining the Princess Royal on her first
birthday. Indeed, it was a grand occasion for all Walmer.
A Royal salute crashed out from H.M.S. Thunderer and the
other war vessels lying in the Downs. Bunt ing fluttered from
the yards.

At 10 a.m. the Deal and Walmer band marched up to the
Castle, heading a stream of men, women, and children in
Sunday clothes. The band halted at the foot of the turret,
wnere the Royal party stood with their host. The National
Anthem rang out, followed by favourite airs. Twenty-six
Deal fishing smacks, manned by fishermen in top hats, were
brought up into the offing under the castle walls. The
fishermen removed their headgear. Au order rang through
the squadron. With a nourish the vessels went about and
made out swiftly for three miles. They turned, came rippling
in again and lay-to in line beneath the Castle. The commo-
dore of the fleet called for three hearty cheers.

Pussy regarded the performance with her large, serious
eyes and bowed her head profusely. Her condescension to
the crowd was much appreciated.

It so happened that Mrs. Hulke, the lady of Dr. W. Hulke
of Deal, who by Royal command attended the children, eave